Mr Couper, Lawrence's secretary, who was now
acting in the same capacity for Inglis, both volun-
teered for the work, although, as members of the
staff, they could claim exemption from fatigue duties.
The same day saw the death of Mr Casey, who had
been wounded in the arm on the 2nd July while
driving stray cattle into the entrenchment. It was
not long before his youngest son died of a decline,
The eldest was killed by a shell; his head was
smashed and he fell across his mother, who was
spattered with his blood and brains. The little girl,
Lavinia, who was not quite four and a half, was
wounded in both feet.
On the 2nd August Inglis wrote as follows:
'My dear Mr Gubbins,
Not having received any intelligence of our
reinforcements, and no distant firing being heard,
I naturally feel anxious of its whereabouts. In your
letter to the Officer Commanding to which you have
received an answer did you give him a probable
estimate of the Force likely to oppose him en route
to this place and did you mention the strong position
of the Bani Bridge? I am aware you kept no copy of
your letter but perhaps you can remember the two
questions above mentioned.
Yours sincerely,
J. Inglis.'
No satisfactory reply having been received from
Mr Gubbins, the following letter was despatched:
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